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selection from “Last Day” from Charlotte’s Web (Harper Collins - E. B. White)

Charlotte and Wilbur were alone. The families had gone to look for Fern. Templeton was 
asleep. Wilbur lay resting after the excitement and strain of the ceremony. His medal still 
hung from his neck; by looking out of the corner of his eye he could see it.

“Charlotte,” said Wilbur after awhile, “why are you so quiet?”

“I like to sit still,” she said. “I’ve always been rather quiet.”

“Yes, but you seem specially so today. Do you feel all right?”

“A little tired, perhaps. But I feel peaceful. Your success in the ring this morning was, to a 
small degree, my success. Your future is assured. You will live, secure and safe, Wilbur. 
Nothing can harm you now. These autumn days will shorten and grow cold. The leaves will 
shake loose from the trees and fall. Christmas will come, and the snows of winter. You will 
live to enjoy the beauty of the frozen world, for you mean a great deal to Zuckerman and 
he will not harm you, ever. Winter will pass, the days will lengthen, the ice will melt in the 
pasture pond. The song sparrow will return and sing, the frogs will awake, the warm wind 
will blow again. All these sights and sounds and smells will be yours to enjoy, Wilbur—this 
lovely world, these precious days…”

Charlotte stopped. A moment later a tear came to Wilbur’s eye. “Oh, Charlotte,” he said. “To 
think that when I first met you I thought you were cruel and bloodthirsty!”

When he recovered from his emotion, he spoke again.

“Why did you do all this for me?” he asked. “I don’t deserve it. I’ve never done anything for 
you.”

“You have been my friend,” replied Charlotte. “That in itself is a tremendous thing. I wove 
my webs for you because I liked you. After all, what’s a life, anyway? We’re born, we live a 
little while, we die. A spider’s life can’t help being something of a mess, with all this trapping 
and eating flies. By helping you, perhaps I was trying to lift up my life a trifle. Heaven knows 
anyone’s life can stand a little of that.”

“Well,” said Wilbur. “I’m no good at making speeches. I haven’t got your gift for words. But 
you have saved me, Charlotte, and I would gladly give my life for you—I really would.”

“I’m sure you would. And I thank you for your generous sentiments.”
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selection from The State of the World’s Sea Turtles Program
Strengthening Local Sea Turtle Conservation Programs Worldwide Through 
Research, Communications, and Targeted Support 
(Simon and Schuster 60th Anniversary Edition 1) (high school)

Sea turtles have survived on Earth for more than 100 million years, yet today their 
future hangs in the balance. Six of the seven sea turtle species are threatened with 
extinction due to human impacts including fisheries bycatch, coastal development, 
plastic pollution, and the consumption of sea turtles and their eggs.
Through our sea turtle programs, we aim to fulfill a global need in sea turtle 
conservation that was previously unmet. We are leading collaborations among 
hundreds of individuals and institutions worldwide to generate needed information for 
sea turtle conservation, and we are getting that information into the hands of the people 
who need it most, from scientists to students, community leaders, governments, and 
funders. We also support sea turtle conservation efforts on the ground with tools and 
resources that help them succeed.

Beyond “just” saving sea turtles, our programs aim to leverage action for broader 
marine conservation. Because saving sea turtles and saving the oceans require many 
of the same actions—addressing unsustainable fishing, reducing pollution, mitigating 
global warming, protecting habitats like coral reefs, mangroves, and seagrass beds, 
maintaining natural coastlines, and developing sustainable local economies. Saving sea 
turtles is saving the oceans.


